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MINUTES 
of a meeting of the 

TOURISM AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
held on Monday, 4 March 2024 at 7.00 pm 

in Wallingford Town Hall 
  

 

Present  

 

Members: Councillor Mike Acreman (Vice-Chair) 
  Councillor Ailsa Charter 
  Councillor Mahmood Ebrahimjee 
  Councillor Jacki Hoskins (Chair) 
  Councillor Mark Hoskins 
  Councillor Ros Lester 
  Councillor Diana Margarido 
        
Officers:  Michelle Taylor, Town Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer 
  Luke Whitcomb, Meetings Officer 

Jennifer Armitage, Engagement Manager 
Fiona Pringle, Events Manager 

    

Others:             1 member of the public  
                           0 members of the press 
 

 

 
XXX/23 MEETING PROTOCOL 
     

The Chairman explained the protocols that needed to be followed in the 
conduct of the meeting. 

 
XXX/23 APOLOGIES 
 

There were no apologies.  All members were present. 
 
XXX/23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
    
   No interests were declared. 
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XXX/23 MINUTES 
    

It was proposed by Councillor Acreman, and seconded by Councillor 
Ebrahimjee, and   
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Tourism and Economic 
Development Committee held on 17 January 2024 are an accurate record and 
be signed by the Chairman 

 
XXX/23 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
    

The Committee reviewed progress of actions agreed at the last and previous 
meetings.  
 

XXX/23 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

A member of the public proposed an arrangement in which the cinema 
equipment acquired by the Town Council last year, initially for the Murder 
Mystery Weekend, could be loaned to local groups.  He volunteered to 
facilitate this. 

    
XXX/23 VARIATION OF AGENDA ORDER 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Lester, and seconded by Councillor Ebrahimjee, 
and  
 
RESOLVED that Agenda Item 8(c) (Events Equipment) be brought forward 
given the interest of the attending members of the public 

 
XXX/23 EVENTS - EQUIPMENT 
 

The Committee considered the proposal of the member of the public (Minute 
XXX/23). 
 
The Committee confirmed that it was not the role of the Town Council to 
screen films, but to act as a facilitator - where possible - of entertainment 
events. 

 
It proposed by Councillor J Hoskins, and seconded by Councillor Acreman, 
and 
 
RESOLVED that the possibility of hiring out the Council’s cinema equipment 
be investigated 
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XXX/23 NEW WEBSITE 

The Engagement Manager reported that work on the new ‘Visit Wallingford’ 
website was under way and the site would go live by 31 March 2024.   The 
development contract had been awarded to a local company. 

 
XXX/23 PAST EVENTS 
 

It was decided to defer consideration of the 2024 Pancake Race to allow the 
Working Group to meet first.  See also XXX/23, ‘Future Agenda Items’. 

 
The Engagement Manager was thanked for the significant part she had 
played in the success of the event. 

 
XXX/23 FUTURE EVENTS 
 
   The Engagement Manager outlined the future events programme as follows: 
 

o Easter Trail – 28 March 2024 (the Thursday before the Easter 
weekend) 

o Band concerts, Castle Gardens – 23 June 2024, 21 July 2024, 4 August 
2024 and 14 August 2024, with the potential of another date being 
added.  Confirmation was awaited from Wallingford School for the 
fifth concert 

o Murder Mystery Weekend Celebrating Agatha Christie – a Working 
Group meeting was being held on 8 March 2024 to discuss this 

o D-Day – 6 June 2024, awaiting an update from The Mayor 
o Curfew Bell – 6 July 2024 
o Christmas Fayre – 1 December 2024 

 
   Action: 
 
   Ask all Members for their help, especially with the band concerts 
 
XXX/23 TARIFFS 

The Events Manager presented proposed changes to tariff charges for 
markets, weddings, other events and concessional hire changes, including 
wedding photography in the Castle Gardens.  The proposals had been 
informed by benchmarking which would be an ongoing process. 

It was proposed by Councillor Charter, and seconded by Councillor M 
Hoskins, and 

RECOMMENDED that the proposed tariff charges be approved 
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XXX/23 TWINNING 

 
Cllr M Hoskins gave a further update on twinning, focussing this time on his 
contact with Wallingford School to foster links with Luxeuil-les-Bains.  The 
School already had a strong connection with Bad Wurzach. 

 
XXX/23 TOWN INFORMATION CENTRE 

The Engagement Manager presented the footfall figure for the recent period.  
She encouraged newer members to visit the Centre. 

  Action: 

Invite a member of the Town Information Centre team to present to a 

future meeting.  See Minute XXX/23 below. 

XXX/23 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

The following items were identified for future meetings: 

o Pancake Race 

o Website 

o Chamber of Commerce – Councillor Ebrahimjee volunteered to work with 

Councillor Pannett on this 

o Town Information Centre (TIC) to give an overview of their work, 

including visitor insights 

 
 
The meeting ended at 8.04 pm 
 
Minutes of the  
Tourism & Economic Development Committee    
4 March 2024,  
signed as a correct record      Chairman 
 
2024-03-04 TED minutes PUBLIC 
 


