Smaller authority name: Wallingford Town Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION

OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

NOTICE

NOTES

1. Date of announcement a) Thursday 29'" June 2023

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor,
it is subject to change as a result of that review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2023, these documents will be available
on reasonable notice by application to:

(b) Michelle Taylor-Town Clerk/ Responsible Finance Officer
Email: accounts@wallingfordtowncouncil.gov.uk
Telephone: 01491 835373

commencing on (c) Friday 30" June 2023

and ending on (d) Friday 11" August 2023
[the 30th working day after (c) above]

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

¢ The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

e The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice

2015. The appointed auditor is:
Rl MOORE

Moore (Ref AP/HD)
Rutland House
Minerva Business Park
Lynch Wood
Peterborough

PE2 6PZ

5. This announcement is made by (e) Michelle Taylor-Town Clerk/Responsible
Finance Officer

(a) Insert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) Insert name, position and
address/telephone number/ email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and extends for a single period of
30 working days (inclusive) ending on the
date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must also include the first 10
working days of July.

(e) Insert name and position of person
placing the notice — this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authority




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

We acknowledge as the members of

Wallingford Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that thers
the preparation of the Accounting Stats

= 1s g sound system of internal control. including arrangements for
ments. We confirm. to the best of our knowledge and belief. with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023 that

We have out in place arrangemants for effective financial
management during the year. and for ihe praparation of |
the accounting statements

prepared s accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations

r3

. We maintained an adequate system of intarnal control
including measuras designed o prevent and deteat fraud
and corruption and rawviewad ds

Hvenass

made proper arrangements and accepted rasponsibility
‘or safeguarding the public money and resourtas n
its charge

3. We took all reasonanle steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual ar potential
non-compliance with laws reguiations and Proper
Practices that could have a sign t financial affect
an the ability of this al rity to conduct its
business or manage s fina

| has only done what it has the ‘egal power to do and has
| complied with Proper Practices in doing 5o

4. Wa provided proper oppardumty during the yaar for | i
the axercise of 2lectors nghts In agcordance wit §
requiraments of the Accounts and Audit Regulatior

| during the year gave all persons interasted the opportunity to
| ‘nspect and ask gquestions about s authority s accounis

Me carned out an assassment of the risks facing this
autharity and tack approgriate steps to manage those
| nsks. including the introductiof internal controls and/or
| axternal Insurance sovar whare requirad.

n

onsidered and documentad the financial and other risks i
| faces and dealt with them oroes

. e maintained throughout the year an adaguaie and ]
sifective system of internal audit of the accounting | ST
records and control systems. i

o

arranged for a competant parson. independent of the financial
conirols and procedures. fo give an objective view on whether |
internal conirals meet the neads of this smailer authority

=4

. \We took appropriate action an all matters raised | f
in reports from internal and axternal audit. i

responded to mattars brought o its attention by nterral and
axternal audit

8. We considered whether any iitigation. liabilities or
commitmants. avents or transactions. sccurmng aither
dunng or after the year-end nave a financial mpacton - §
this authority and. where appropriate have included them |
n the accounting statemants. |

w

. (Forigeal councils onty) Trust funds including
sharntable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustze we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(syassais. including
financial reporting and. i raquirsd. independent

| examination or audit,

disclosed everything # should have about its business actiuty
during the year inciuding avents laking place after the year
end if relevant

has mef all of its responsibiities where. as a body
corporate 1t is 2 50le managing frustea of 3 iccai
| trust or trusts

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement,

This Annual Governanca Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

26 [06)2043

i Signed by the Chairman and Clark of the meeting whers
approval was given

and recorded as minute fefer;nc_e‘ i Chairman
134)23(iv) Job[2023 | 7

www.wallingfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/your-council/financialmanagement
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Saction 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

Wallingford Town Council

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
| baxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. Al figures must
R agree o underlying financial records.
1. Balances brought : { Tt
1087413 1,337,384 as
[ | BY
? \ | Tt
123 498,714 529,797

373,689, 494,624 1o orsceot orrates

| grants recarved

ances and reservas at the hagirming
raed in tha inancial racords Value mus

of prewvious year

83 rates and

ad or raceivable n the year Exclude any

o
T
pou
[$]
ls]
]
(5]
()
23
)
1
=1
W
W
w
“5
471

4. -} Sraff costs i { Totai 2xpenditurs or paymants mada o and on hepalf
283 6903 342 71 95 of alt employ2es. Include gross salares and wages
: I . | empioyers NI contributions employars pension
| contributions. gratuihes and severance paymenis
5. (-} Loan interast/cap:tal | Total sxpenditurs or payments of caoital and intsrest
rEpaymants 0 0 made during the year on the authority s borrowings [if any)
3. {1 All othar payments | Total 2xo
338,742 815,084 sacic ess s
| f yments dine 5
7. =) Balances carned ! balances and raserves at the and of the year Vust

forward - 1,337,384 1,204,002 :a; af (1+2+3) - (4+5+8).

8. Total vaiue of cash and

short term investrmants 1,291,864 1,047 635

um of all current and deposit bank accounis zasn
widings and short tarm investments held as ar 31 March -
| To agree with bank reconcifiation.

3. Total fixad assets olus i U Tha valus of all the property the autharty owns — it 15 nads
long term investments . 8,954,178 8,957,892 o of all its Fixed assels and long term nvestmeants as at
and assets 31 March

10. Total borrowings Tha autstanding capital batance as at 37 March of ail loans

0 0 fom third parties {including PWLB)

For Lecal Councils bﬁ!y

! 11a. Disclosurs note re Trust funds

The Council, as a body corporate acts as sols trustes and
{including chantable) i

is responsibie for managing Trust funds or assefs.

The figures in the accounting statements above do not
includs any Trust fransachons

i

_ t
| 115, Disclosure nete ra Trust funds | -
(including chartabls) i \/ |

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability i approvad by this authornty on this data

Return have been precared on aither a receipts and payments | ; 7

or incoma and expenditura basis following the gurdancye m Q— b / G b [ 2,0 2-3
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authonties — 3 |
Practitionars’ Guide to Proper Practices and praseant fairly
the financial position of this authority. i :
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before heing 134/23 (V) /06/2623

presented to the authority for appreval

< ¥ - R
| Statzments ware approvad

- as recordad in minute reference
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2022/23

Wallingford Town Council

www.wallingfordtowncouncil.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2023, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2022/23 has been carried out in accordance with this authoerity's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year fo a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective

)

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year. v | i
B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all i e |
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. | | \
C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving ils objeclives and reviewed the adequacy v i i
of arrangements to manage these. I
D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against i o | |
the budget was regularly monitored: and reserves were appropriate. i | |
E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly o j i
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. : !
F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved i
and VAT appropriately accounted for.
| G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's v |
| approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. |
H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. v |l |
1. Periodic bank account reconciliaticns were properly carried out during the year. v | ;
J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit v
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2021/22, it met the i
exemption criteria and correcily declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance 1 LV
review of its 2021/22 AGAR tick “not covered’) |

L. The autherity published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of the !

internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation. v
M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2022-23 AGAR period, p
were public rights in refation to the 2021-22 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).
N. The authority has complied with the pubtication requirements for 2021/22 AGAR o ]
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes). i |

O. {For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

No

Yes | |Not applicablel

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate shests if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit
09/01/2023 21/03/2023 08/06/2023 Chiris Hackett for Auditing Solutions L4

Signature of person who

carried out the internal audit e //E" < l‘JP ﬂ Date 08/06/2023

*If the response is ‘no’ please state the |mphcat:ons and action bemg taken to address any weal‘mess ln control
identified (add separate sheets if needed)." :

~*Note: If the responsa is ‘not covered’ please state when the maost recent internal audit work was done in_ttus area arld when |t 13
next planned; or, if coveraga is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why rot (add 5 ,_pamte sheets if needed)

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23 Form 3 Page 3 of 6
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23

In respect of Wallingford Town Council

1 Reaspective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review s sat aut oy the National Audit Offica (NAD ). A limitad
assurarce raview s not a full statutory audit, t does rot constitute an audit zarmed out n accordance with Intarnational
Standards on Auditing ‘UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide tha same level of assurance that such an audit would
The UK Government nas determined that 2 lower level of assurance than that providad by a ‘ull statutory audit 's approcnate
for those lecal public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance raview, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sactions 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountapility Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02} as issued by the NAQ on benalf of the
Camptroller and Auditor Genaral AGN 02 is available from the NAO website -

https /www nao org uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management 1s adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023 and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as axternal auditors

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2022/23

(Excapt for the matters reported delow)™ on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Sovernance and Accountahility Relurm in
our apiruon the informaton in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Raturn s in acoardance with Proper Practices and
no otner matters nave come !0 2ur atiention giving cause for concern that reievant legislation and requiatary requiraments have not been met,

| "delete as appropriale)

1iCONiﬂuE on a separate sheet if reguirad)

Cthar mattars not affecting our opiman which we draw fo the attention of the authorty
|
i

{continue cn 3 saparale sheet (f required)

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify/do not certify” that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return. and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for
the year ended 31 March 2023

("We do net sertify completion because

External Auditor Signature Date
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23 Form 3 ' PageBois
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