saomN oSN gy, "ain}n} ajqeulejsns
3 .3 }Nn'AoB uoxoyynos'mmm AjjejusawuoulAua ue Jo ueay ayj je si
oo 'Je PaMmalA suoljoe pue sajA)sayl| AepAiana uno
8q ueo ue|d Juswabeuew ayis ay} jo Adoo y pue adeaspue| ay} usamiaq syulj ay}
Buipuejsiapun jeyj aAaljaq Oym jsnil

JoowypioN ay} Aq pabeuew sj ajis ay

SMOpPEe3I\ 9j3sen ‘noA juey] ‘pepiroid uiq Bop oy} asn
pue smopeaw ay) buizelb aie sed uaym

p.lo;ﬁu!"eM speg| uo sbop deay asea|d ‘awoy Jajpl| JnoA
Bunyey pue ‘syjed ay} 0] buideay ‘syJomyries
pue spunoib ay) bunoadsal Aq smopes|y
ajisen pJojbuljiepn 198304d 0} sn djay ases|d

"Hjauaq o1qnd

Joj eale juepoduwi siy) antasaud 0} 6661
ul smopea|\ ajise) piojbuljiep ybnoq
[1ouno9 Jo13sIQ 1YSPIOIXO Yinos

buipeat buiuieay bujuaisn

L

%N’"02°)SNJLIOOWYLOU MMM G
%N*02°)SnJlooWyoU@UIWpE jlews]
€6¥81Z 286.0 PIIGON Z6..0% 9810 :loL
ZO¥ ¥1XO UoXO ‘NOdONIgY
‘Weyuanip 9T ‘wied [IiH

‘uspJep SYIIPIAA PooyInoqyBioN

ajdoad

LSMA.L
JOOWHINMON

3 E o
AN "Jansao&de.lB'-II‘II:'M*‘"',,, i

3¥N'A0B uoxoynos@ainsig) :jlews
G1L0€28 L6vL0 Xed $21€2¢8 Lovl0 -I9L

X0O8 01 X0 UoxQ ‘A4O4DNITIVM
‘pIOYID) YSIBWMOI) ‘BueT] uosuag

‘JuswdojdaAa( 21LOUOO] pue aiInsia

puipea buiuieat buiusisry

BAIYSPIOIXO YINOS

i

Introduction Get involved!

Wallingford Castle occupies a quarter of the largest Saxon fortified town in England and its Volunteers from Wallingford Green Gym
ramparts include part of the Saxon town walls. William the Conqueror and his army crossed the have undertaken a range of practical
Thames at Wallingford in 1066 and ordered the building of the castle. Over the next six centuries tasks on the site, from coppicing through
it dominated the Thames Valley, standing firm through two civil wars and several royal intrigues! to construction. For contact details and
It was home or host to many of the medieval Kings and Queens of England and today the more information on how to improve
remains of its massive earthworks are still capable of evoking an extraordinary sense of history. your health and the environment at the

same time see the Green Gym website
at www.btcv.org.uk or look for the
timetable at the entrance gates.

Northmoor Trust volunteers also
regularly get involved in practical
conservation tasks on the meadows.
For these and other volunteering
opportunities see the Northmoor Trust
website or phone 01865 407792.

© Stephen Conlin Eve nts
Wallingford Castle, with the early medieval town, is the subject of a current major archaeological Every year we run a programme of
and documentary research project. For all the latest findings and a full history of the town and exciting events at Wallingford Castle
castle visit Wallingford Museum in the High Street. Meadows. See the notice boards at the
Opening hours: Tuesday—Friday & Holiday Monday 1400-1700, Saturday 1030-1700, Sunday entrance gates for details or contact the

(June—August only) 1400-1700. (Closed December—February) Northmoor Trust.




Amidst this rural landscape, watched The surrounding ramparts were once capped A few yards further on there is a fenced

over by the circling red kites, it is hard to  with high stone walls. To the left, partly hidden area to your right. Walk down the slope
imagine that you are standing in one of by summer foliage, you can glimpse the stone outside the fence to a small gate near the
the greatest medieval castles in England.  remains of the College of St Nicholas, once ditch. Go through the gate to Point 5.
We hope that this brief guide will bring guardian of the King’s chapel in the castle.
the green mounds to life for you. 9 It is likely that somewhere here the
A Victorian mansion was built in the middle castle moats were originally controlled by
@ First get your bearings: directly bailey in 1837, with St Nicholas as its sluices which could be emptied into the
summerhouse. The house would have totally low-lying meadow area.

ahead (south) is a piece of standing
masonry that marks the approximate
line of the inner wall of the castle.

dominated the view until its demolition in 1972.
In the 1800’s, the Victorians created this

Behind it, capped by a group of large The castle moat below you remains wet most grotto, and planted the banks with various
trees. is the huge motte (mound) — the of the year. It would have been stocked with ‘exotic’ plants, including snowdrops, bluebells
heart,of the late 11th century castle. In fish in the past to provide food for the castle and cotoneaster. Frogs,
front of you the path crosses a deep garrison. Bonson 1 herons, moorhens and

wagtail are to be seen

ditch, once water-filled, which was 1 mile/1.6km,; ;

first dug by Saxons in the 9th ' —— ﬂj_;»l;:—-—w . attimes. The shallow
century as part of the defences R iz T edges, exposed mud
of their town. To your right runs ] i and waterlogged

the rampart of the second castle N wood are all good for

invertebrates. Pond
dipping here is fun, but

% the mud is very deep,

S v

wall on which you are standing.
0 100m

Turn round to face north. Ahead
is the ditch that was once the
second moat. The crest of the
next rampart carried the third 4.; access point
wall of the castle and beyond
lay the outermost moat. You
should be able to make out an
earthen outwork from the 17th
century Civil War.

so please take care and
always keep children
under supervision.

ol W B

Emerge from the
pond area through
the other gate, and
continue along the
path to Point 6.

Now walk Shiil?ngford Do

south 1.8 miles/2km (a5l ~:.¢ ® The water-

across the \ meadows that divide

Saxon ditch the castle from the

to the piece River Thames were

of masonry essential for providing

(Point 2) 58 food for the castle’s
animals, and in later

9 This fragment - years, the burgesses of
\ Wallingford had grazing

may be the remains

of a castle building. It

stands on what was the

edge of the inner bailey, the
bustling central courtyard of
the castle. The Norman motte
dominates the courtyard: when
capped by its original stone
tower it must have been a
formidable sight. Imagine
the bustle and noise of
medieval daily life here:
the smells of the bakery,
the shouts of men, the ' y :
neighing of horses, > | Uk

rights for their cattle here.

The meadow-side
ditches are managed to
provide a suitable habitat
for water voles, although
they are rare today.

As you walk on to Point

7 along the path, you will
see evidence of the tree
management schemes. The
variety of species and the
character of the landscape

and the hammering of \% are being preserved by

planting new trees alongside

armourers. ;
\ mature ones. The strapping

As you walk to Point \ e of dead trees to live ones

3, notice the line of Wallingford Entrance - is an experiment to provide

the iron fence to your ~ {OWN CENtre  cagye Gardens Walinglod  good Nabitat for insects and

- - ir ike.

right. This roughly \ Wallingford . town centre s alike

marks the original Castle Gard - / .

entrance to the castle, which astle Lardens _ Continue along the path to

cut through the 12th and 13th century Point 7, observing the trees as you go.

outer fortifications, and was probably Walk to Point 4 by following the path along

flanked by great towers. the base of the motte. The river will come @ The two sentry-like Wellingtonias mark

into view ahead and the path will bear left to the limit of our walk. Be sure to feel their

€) Here the motte towers above you take you to Point 4. spongy red bark. Lastly, look back at the

while the inner moat lies below. Beyond castle. The buildings are long gone, torn

(now on the other side of Castle Lane 0 The fragment of stonework in front of you is down in 1652 by Oliver Cromwell, six

with its fine brick walls) lies the middle all that is left of the riverside wall of the castle. It years after the last great siege of the Civil

bailey of the castle. This extension to retains a small section of dressed stone — once War, but take a moment to imagine the

the Norman castle was probably built part of a window. Known locally as ‘Queen’s outline of the great turreted walls, and the

for the Empress Matilda in the 12th Tower’, this stonework may have been part of motte crowned by its massive tower — a

century Civil War. the private apartments of the castle. formidable place indeed.



